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FRANKLIN IN BRONZE 

The statue of Benjamin Franklin which forms the subject of our 
illustration is to adorn the broad pavement which bounds the southern 
front of the Philadelphia postoffice. It is the work of John J. Boyle, 
and one of the best things yet produced by that well-known sculptor, 
being admirably conceived and carefully modeled. 

It is owing to the generosity of a public-spirited Philadelphian, 
Mr. Justice C. Strawbridge, that the Quaker City is to possess this 
work of art. Mr. Strawbridge commissioned Mr. Boyle to model the 
figure of Franklin some three or four years ago, and left the sculptor 
practically untrammeled in his treatment of the subject. 

Mr. Boyle, therefore, had an opportunity to do his best, and he did 
it. The statue, a bronze one, is still in the foundry, the intention 
being to unveil it some time during the coming April. 

The site chosen is particularly fortunate, as it is that upon which, 
tradition has it, the philosopher flew his historic kite, as well as the 
spot upon which stood of old the buildings of the University of 
Pennsylvania, of which Franklin was the founder. Then, too, " Poor 
Richard " was the first Postmaster General of the United States, so 
that there is great appropriateness in his statue ornamenting a Govern- 
ment building devoted to the mail service. 

F. J. Ziegler. 
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